
Noon Bible Study: 1 Samuel 28 

1 Samuel 28:1-2 - War resumes between Israel & Philistine’s 

 

v. 1 - Because Achish had welcomed David & his men, he now expects them to side with him.  Quite the dilemma for 

David, the future king of Israel. 

 

1 Samuel 28:4-8 - Greatly afraid, Saul asks for medium 

v. 4 - “the Philistines gathered together” - the united 

Philistine nation was made up of regional kings (ex: Achish 

of Gath, cp. 1 Sam. 6.17) who now assemble together and 

proceed to march into Israel.  They camp in Shunem, a city 

located in the Jezreel valley.  Scholars suggest this region 

would have given the Philistine’s a tremendous military 

advantage because the valley region would have allowed 

them to use their chariots. 

 

1 Samuel 29:1-2 - Now the Philistines gathered together 

all their armies to Aphek, while the Israelites were 

camping by the spring which is in Jezreel.  2 And the lords 

of the Philistines were proceeding on by hundreds and by 

thousands, and David and his men were proceeding on in the 

rear with Achish.  

 

(This section is out of chronological order. The narrator 

gives us the story of Saul & the medium of Endor before 

returning to the news of David & the Philistines.  The story 

of Chapter 28 takes place the night before the battle.) 

 

v. 3, 5 - set in light of the reminder that Samuel had died, 

we will read a story illustrating Saul’s desperation and 

fear. Saul was “afraid and his heart trembled greatly (v. 5)” and received no answer from the LORD.  Saul is not seeking 

repentance or forgiveness - he is selfishly seeking a bailout.   

 

v. 7-8 - Saul is so desperate and fearful that he will seek answers wherever they may be found, even from a 

“medium”.  Such individuals were forbidden in Israel, as they represented evil (demonic) sources of information 

which competed against God’s truth and God’s prophets. 
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Leviticus 19:31 - 'Do not turn to mediums or spiritists; do not seek them out to be defiled by them. I am 

the LORD your God.  

 

Leviticus 20:27 - 'Now a man or a woman who is a medium or a spiritist shall surely be put to death. They 

shall be stoned with stones, their bloodguiltiness is upon them.'" 

 

Deuteronomy 18:10 - "There shall not be found among you anyone who...uses divination, one who practices 

witchcraft, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, 

 

Saul must have known the mediums were evil and forbidden, for he had previously “removed from the land those 

who were mediums and spiritists (v. 3).”  He also approaches the medium “disguised” with “other clothes” and at 

night.  In fact, “the map itself suggests how desperate Saul was.  Endor was 2 or 3 miles northeast of 

Shunem...This means Saul had to skirt the Philistine camp in order to arrive at Endor. (Dale Ralph Davis, “Focus On 

the Bible Commentary: 1 Samuel”, p. 296”) 

 

1 Samuel 28:9-19 - The medium agrees to work for Saul, Samuel speaks 

 

v. 9-10 - Saul vows to not punish the woman, even though previously he had outlawed such practice.  She knows 

that her business is illegal. 

 

v. 15 - Saul pleads with Samuel for insight into “what to do”. 

 

v. 19 - Israel is going to lose the fight against the Philistines and Saul and his sons are going to die.  The army 

of Israel being given over to the Philistine’s is the LORD’s doing in judgment upon Saul (and his house) for his 

complete rebellion against the LORD. 

 

The Medium At Endor: Looking At The Options: 

 

1 - This was a demonic spirit and the woman deceives Saul.  We know that there are “familiar spirits” - evil 

spirits that are familiar with the people or situations they are involved in and thus can seem to give somewhat 

accurate information about a situation.  Scripture teaches that the dead are dead, awaiting resurrection and 

thus Samuel is not conscious somewhere (even as a spirit) and able to interact with Saul.  She never says it is 

Samuel, but an old man in a robe that Saul then declares that it must be Samuel.  We also know that God can 

hijack evil prophets and give true messages (ex: Balaam in Numbers 22-24) and that may be what is happening 

here. Even so, this option comes with problems as the speaker is identified as Samuel throughout the text, 

references “the LORD” 7x and gives a true prophecy.  However, the narrator never gives info that it was an evil 

spirit, yet it is difficult to imply otherwise for wider theological reasons. 

 

2 - This is a unique situation in which God momentarily brings Samuel back to life either through resurrection or 

vision.  The medium of Endor clearly reacts to this event with shock (v. 12 - “when the woman saw Samuel, she 
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cried out with a loud voice”), probably because her other séances don’t happen like this.  Samuel comes and 

reminds Saul of the prophecy already spoken and adds the new information that Saul and his sons would die the 

next day.  Yet, this options comes with its own problems as it implies the medium has power to raise the dead or 

that she is able to give true prophecy. 

 

God uses this event, and the forbidden practice, to bring judgment on Saul.  He has fully rejected God at this point, and 

is seeking to find comfort and direction from a medium.  Rather than him finding such things, he hears of his final (and 

soon to happen) judgment.  Whether God hijacks the woman’s/demon’s message or allows Samuel a brief moment of 

resurrection (via vision?) it is for this final purpose of judging Saul.  

 

In any of these cases, Saul’s actions are actions of rebellion and sin.  Even though a true prophecy comes from this 

incident, the way in which it comes is not justifying the practice of the medium. 

 

1 Chronicles 10:13-14 - So Saul died for his trespass which he committed against the LORD, because of the word of 

the LORD which he did not keep; and also because he asked counsel of a medium, making inquiry of it  14 and did 

not inquire of the LORD. Therefore He killed him and turned the kingdom to David the son of Jesse. 

 

We should not consult with mediums, psychics, etc.  They are demonic workers and/or liars/con-artists.  (Biblical 

Christians firmly believe in life after death, but by means of resurrection). The dead are not able to communicate with 

the living because they are dead.  Samuel himself in this chapter tells us that when Saul and his sons died the next day 

they will be “with me” (aka dead).  This speaks to the fact that the state of both the righteous (Samuel) and the wicked 

(Saul) are the same until the final resurrection to life or judgment on the last day. (cp. Daniel 12:2, John 5:28-29 etc.).  

Also Scripture tells us that “the dead know nothing…” (Ecc. 9:5, etc) and that “there is no activity or planning or 

knowledge or wisdom in (the grave) (Ecc. 9:10).” Demonic activity must be involved. 

 

Dale Ralph Adams: “Doesn't this case of effective necromancy open the way for justifying the practice of 

consulting the dead? No, because Deuteronomy 18 has already stated the doctrinal position. Moreover, this case is 

simply the exception that proves the rule. That is, it is as if 1 Samuel 28 is saying, “now can you see why this 

sort of hokey-pokey is prohibited in Israel? Look at Saul- it only incapacitates and destroys.” (Ibid , pg 292). 

 

Those who consult mediums and spiritists are opening up themselves to demonic influence which may begin as a comforting 

thing but always ends in evil, torment, fear and pain (not to mention expensive).  They are also in direct opposition to 

the words of God.  Just because something is available or even legal does not mean it is in line with obedience to Christ.  

The followers of Christ should never “dabble” in the occult. 

 

In contrast, the LORD knows the beginning from the end (Isaiah 46:10) and gives wisdom to those who ask (James 1:5).  The 

fruit of seeking the LORD through Jesus Christ is peace, joy, hope and comfort.  God does speak to his people via the holy 

spirit (personally and through others) and also answers prayers. And for our generation, he has already spoken so many 

truths via the Scriptures.  We are well equipped to know what to do (cp. v. 15).  
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1 Samuel 28:20-25 - Saul’s response to the information 

 

 v. 20 - Saul is completely devastated.  This is the end and he knows it. 

 

Q - what do you think of Saul’s response to Samuel’s message?   

Q - What do you think of the medium’s response to Saul’s behavior? 

 

1 Samuel 28:25 - She brought it before Saul and his servants, and they ate. Then they arose and went away that 

night.  

 

John 13:26-30 - Jesus then answered (the question of who would betray him), "That is the one for whom I shall dip 

the morsel and give it to him." So when He had dipped the morsel, He took and gave it to Judas, the son of Simon 

Iscariot.  27 After the morsel, Satan then entered into him. Therefore Jesus said to him, "What you do, do 

quickly."  28 Now no one of those reclining at the table knew for what purpose He had said this to him.  29 For 

some were supposing, because Judas had the money box, that Jesus was saying to him, "Buy the things we have 

need of for the feast"; or else, that he should give something to the poor.  30 So after receiving the morsel he 

went out immediately; and it was night.  

 

This is the final act of Saul’s rebellion against the LORD.  And what follow will be the final judgment upon Saul.  

Though he lived and ruled for years after his disobedience, he never humble sought the LORD for forgiveness and 

repentance.  As a result, God’s rejection was final.  And sadly, his judgment will have ripple effects upon the entire 

nation.  Yet, this betrayal and judgment will lead to salvation and hope for Israel through David. 
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